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                        May 20, 2020 

My Dear Parishioners, 

 

“Hooray! Finally! We can get back to ‘normal!’ We can put this virus behind us!”  

That’s what I wish I could say to you, right now. I want to go to eat a good meal at Milano’s again; I want to 

get a haircut at Max’s (finally!) without worrying about spreading or acquiring this virus; I want to go visit my 

family, and give them hugs, and hold my baby niece, Leah, again. And especially, most especially, I want to 

celebrate the Sacraments with you, again - in person - with actual people in the church, and babies crying or 

giggling, and the pews creaking when my homily goes too long!  

That’s what I want, but that’s not where we’re at, right now. Instead, at this point, we’ve reached the “in-

between.” The good news is that we’re not stuck at the very beginning of this journey. The bad news is that 

we’re not “out of the woods,” just yet. We’re somewhere in the “in-between.” 

On top of that, there’s so much that’s happened since this all began; so much that we still don’t know; so much 

that seems subject to change; and so much weariness about the whole darn thing. There’s so much to this in-

between… 

Just think of the diversity of our own personal experiences, and worries, and opinions, and backgrounds. Many 

people feel isolated from their family and friends. Others feels exhausted with living, studying, and/or working 

in such close quarters with their loved ones. Still others are feeling anxious about the possibility, or the reality, 

of being furloughed, or laid-off…  

Then, consider all of the folks who’ve had to face some heavy-duty disappointments, over important life events 

which have been (or may still be) postponed, cancelled, or substantially altered from the norm: Graduations, 

First Communions, Confirmations, Weddings, RCIA Sacraments of Initiation… 

Further still, think about the many people who are looking-forward, big time (including yours, truly), to 

returning to the public celebration of Mass, together again, but who have a million and one concerns about it. 

Many of those at greatest risk would love to return to Mass, right away, but will wisely choose to remain at 

home, until things get safer for their return. Others who can return may feel indifferent about it, or may feel 

conflicted with returning to Church, since the social distancing, and masks, and other safety measures won’t 

allow it to “feel like it should/did.” Some folks may feel bitter that churches have remained closed for so long. 

Still others may find that it was way easier and more convenient to “attend Mass” while sitting on the couch, in 

pajamas, eating Cheetos! 

My point is, we’re all somewhere in this in-between, and it can feel burdensome, and complicated, and 

uncomfortable. I know it. I get it. 

And when all of this gets me feeling overwhelmed or anxious or worn-out, I’ve been asking God to help me to 

remember that He’s Master of the in-between, too. I keep recalling that familiar, old adage that “good things 

come to those who wait.” Even more, though, I’m reminded that, when we wait with God, we are made good 

by the waiting. 
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* Symptoms of Coronavirus Infection: Cough, Shortness of breath/difficulty breathing, Fever, Chills,  

  Muscle pain, Sore throat, New loss of taste or smell. (cf. www.cdc.gov/coronavirus) 
† Factors constituting “High-Risk”: Over 65 years old, Chronic lung issues, Serious heart conditions,  

  Weakened immune system, Severe obesity, Diabetes, Chronic kidney disease, Liver disease. (ibid.) 

‡ SATURDAY Confessions: By anonymous appointment at either St. John XXIII, Canal Winchester,  

(10AM - 12PM): 614-271-2005, or Seton Parish, Pickerington, (1PM - 3PM): 614-833-0482.  

 

 

Then I think of the ultimate in-between: Christ Jesus on the Cross. Talk about being worn-out, and exhausted, 

and wearied! Our Lord was literally hung in-between: sin and salvation, heaven and earth, time and eternity. 

And that gives me hope. He gives me hope. Hope for this whole thing. Hope for our world, for our country, for 

my loved ones: my friends, my family, my parish. 

So, as this pandemic continues to unfold, I ask you not to let it unravel your heart, or your hope -- to trust that 

God is working in the waiting. While things may be difficult and different, whether for the time-being, or for 

the long-haul, we can rely on the One Who never stops, Who never changes, His love for us. That is the reason 

for our hope, and our anchor through this storm! 

With this hope held firmly, I want to share some information with you, about how we will be celebrating Mass 

together again, here at St. Pius X - during this in-between. The following page outlines the guidelines and 

procedures we will be instituting, beginning our first weekend back: May 30/31. Under the direction of the 

Diocese, and with the help of our staff, I have done my best to try to balance our liturgical sense of the Sacred, 

with our responsibility to respect and protect each other, especially those who are the most vulnerable among 

us. Please know that these guidelines and procedures were developed with the best, most-current information 

available. However, no matter how considerate and careful we plan to be, we cannot guarantee total protection 

from the coronavirus. And this is a fact that weighs heavy on my heart. 

So, during this in-between time, if you are showing symptoms of infection*, or are at high-risk for infection†, 

please make the wise decision to stay at home. Bishop Brennan has extended the dispensation from the Sunday 

obligation to attend Mass, through the Summer, until September 13, 2020. That means you are not committing 

a sin by missing Mass. In fact, not coming to Mass during this time could be a sacrifice that gives even greater 

glory to God, because you are doing so out of a sense of compassion and/or responsibility. (Please note: we do 

plan to continue recording the Weekend Mass and uploading to our website.)  

For those who do feel comfortable and healthy-enough to return to Masses, please bring your kindness and 

patience along! Wearing a mask may feel uncomfortable; Scattered seating may mean that you don’t get to sit 

in your usual pew; A full Church may mean that you end up heading-over to the Msgr. Funk Parish Family 

Center, to join the Mass via live-stream (but still receiving Holy Communion at the end!); Unease with the 

possible Weekend crowds may mean you come to a Weekday Mass (beginning June 1st!), instead. Things are 

going to be a little different. The truth is: we’re not really returning to “how things were.” Instead, we’re taking 

a slightly new route, but with the same destination, and the same Good Shepherd, Our Lord Jesus Christ.          

So, you will notice some adaptations, in the interest of safety for our parish. Confessions will continue to be 

limited to the Msgr. Funk Parish Family Center, on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10AM - 12PM.‡ There will be 

more hand sanitizer, and masks, and socially-distanced seating. That’s just the nature of things right now. But I 

think you’ll still find that St. Pius X remains a special place, that warm home of faith: where you can continue 

to spend quality time with the Lord, listen to His voice, be fed with His Eucharist, and give Him thanks.  

Speaking of thanks, let me end with a word of gratitude. I am so thankful for your patience, kindness, and 

support, throughout this pandemic period. Your continued dedication and devotion to our Lord shows that, 

even amid the unknown and the in-between, your hearts belong to Christ Jesus. And that is a beautiful thing, 

indeed! May God bless you, this day, and all days. Amen! 

With love and prayers, 

    Fr. Dave   
  


